Cedrus libani by Coons, Janice et al.
Eastern Illinois University
The Keep
Plants by Genus Species Wesley Whiteside Botanical Garden
2011
Cedrus libani
Janice Coons
Eastern Illinois University
Nancy Coutant
Eastern Illinois University
Wesley Whiteside
Eastern Illinois University
Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/whiteside_species
Part of the Biology Commons, and the Botany Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Wesley Whiteside Botanical Garden at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Plants by Genus Species by an authorized administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Coons, Janice; Coutant, Nancy; and Whiteside, Wesley, "Cedrus libani" (2011). Plants by Genus Species. 4.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/whiteside_species/4
Wes Whiteside—Species Information Sheet 
I. Nomenclature 
 
Family: Pinaceae 
 
Genus Species(Authority): Cedrus libani A. Rich. 
 
Subspecies/Variety(Authority): stenocoma (O. Schwarz) Frankis 
 
Cultivar: 
 
Common Name: Cedar of Lebanon 
 
II. Origin (country and/or habitat) 
 
Native/Rare     Native/Uncommon     Old World/Rare      Old 
World/Uncommon 
 
Cedar of Lebanon had an extensive ancient range through Lebanon, Syria, and 
Southern Turkey. It now is greatly reduced and fragmented through economic 
exploitation for 5000 years, agricultural clearing, and war. Populations are found in the 
Taurus Mountains and Black Sea region of Turkey, the eastern side of Jabal an-
Nusayriya in Syria, and the western mountain range in Lebanon (Khuri 2000).  
 
 
III. Habit 
 
Tree   Shrub    Vine   
 
Herbaceous Annual Herbaceous Biennial  Herbaceous 
Perennial 
 
Flowering Season: N/A-Gymnosperm   
 
Flower Color: N/A-Gymnosperm 
 
Fruit Type: Seed borne to an erect ovuliferous cone 
 
 
IV. Source of Plant Material 
From where or whom obtained and when: A specialty nursery in Maine 
called Eastern Plant Specialties which is now located in New Jersey provided 
two larger cedar of Lebanon trees a year apart around 1992.  
 
Propagule Material: 
 
Seed   Vegetative  Whole Plant 
Details: 
 
Availability: The “stenocoma” variety of cedar of Lebanon is difficult to obtain 
and may no longer be available from Eastern Plant Specialties. Typically, 
atlas cedar, which is similar in appearance, is more commonly available. 
 
V. Cultural 
 
Special Soil Type:  Average 
 
Soil Moisture: Wet  Mesic  Dry  Other  
 
 
  
VI. Additional Comments 
The specimens of Cedrus libani at Whiteside Garden are a form from the mountains 
of Turkey called “stenocoma”, a hardy form of cedar of Lebanon brought to this 
country in approximately 1920 from an expedition initiated by the Arnold Arboretum. 
It occasionally forms seed cones that are very large and erect and take two years to 
mature.  
 
 
VII. Literature Cited 
Khuri, S., etal. 2000. Conservation of the Cedrus libani populations in Lebanon: history, 
current status and experimental application of somatic embryongenesis. 
Biodiversity and Conservation 9: 1261-1273. 
 
 
  
  
 
  
